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London, November 12. 1703. 
SIR, th e 
I Do not remember, that, through the whole Courſe 


of that long Frienaſbip with which you have been 
pleaſed to favour me, I ever found ſo great an occa- 


= lion of differing from you, as your laſt Letter afford- 
ed me. You ſeem to have laid aſide that Candor and 
Temper, that uſed to give ſo great an agreeableneſs to all 
your Notions, and Judgments ; and to be entirely youu 
| A 2 | 


ſed with an averſion to ſome of the Fathers of our Church; 
whoſe Conduct, after all the Conſideration, I am able to 
exerciſe, I ſee not any reaſon to condemn ; and whoſe 
Perſons I muſt ever have in the higheſt Veneration. I can 
attribute this to nothing, but the different Repreſentati- 
ons we may have had, and. the different Views ſet be- 
fore our Eyes, according to the different Sentiments of 
thoſe with whom we are ſurrounded, and with whom 
we molt frequently Converſe. I am ſo fully ſatisfy d of 
your impartial Love to Trath, that no difference in. my 
Opinion, can ever alter my Eſteem, and Friendſhip for 
you. But, in the mean while, I think it one great part 
of that Friendſhip to which I pretend, to lay before you the 
Reaſons upon which I form my Opinion in this Cale ; that 
ſo I-may either enjoy the ſatisfaction of havingmy Thoughts 
confirmed by your Approbation ; or elſe induce you, ef- 
fectually to ſhew me the weakneſs of thoſe Arguments, 
on which I rely. I heartily wiſh that our difference may 
end in Agreement: But whether by your coming over 
to me, or by my coming over to you; if F know my 
ſelf, I can aſſure you, is an equal matter to me. 

You ſeverely blame the Conduct of my Lords, the Bi- 
ſhops, who, in the laſt Scion of Parliament, inſiſted upon 
thoſe Amendments to the Bill concerning Occaſional Con- 
formity, which hindred the paſſing of it: And you ſeem, 
at preſent, thoroughly perſuaded, That they have ſhewn 
themſelves no true Friends to the Eccleſiaſtical Eft abliſh- 
ment; and' ated againſt the Intereſt of Epiſcopacy, and 
that Church in which they preſide. And you add the 
general Conſent of your Neighbours, and the Univerſal 
Gy of the 8 them. I am, on the contrary 
at preſent, fully perſuaded, that they have neither acted 
againſt the Intereſt of Epiſcopac), nor of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church. And the Reaſons why I think that they ought 
Me not 
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not to be condemned in this part of their Conduct, will 
appear from what I am now going to offer to you, As 
for the Univer/al Cry againſt their Loraſbips, and this e- 
ſpecially in Coffee- Houſes, and Taverns, I ſhall not, in the 
leaſt, be moved by it, till I am convinc'd, That the Ma. 
jority of a Party are uſually, in the Right; and that the 
greateſt Frequenters of thoſe Places are generally Perſons. 
of the cooleſt Heads, and the moſt diſintereſted AﬀeRi. 
ons. But, to come to the Point, 
I do here ſuppoſe the Truth of what their greateſt E- 
nemies, at this time, lay to their Charge; that their 
Loraſbips were entirely againſt the paſſing of ſuch a Bill 
againſt Occaſional Conformity; and only made uſe of the 
Amendments they propoſed, in order to put a ſtop.to the. 
afſſing of it. Taking this for granted, yet there hath. 
— appeared to me ſomething in the following Con- 
ſider at ions, that hath perſuaded me, not only to be very. 
backward in my Cenſures, but even to applaud their 
Conduct upon this Occaſion. And 
I. I conſidered the Time, at which this Bill was pro- 
poſed. Now, that ſome Times and Seaſons would be ve- 
ry improper, and extremely unfit for an Attempt of this: 
Nature, 1s, I think, granted on all Hands. One might. 
name a very. terrible Seaſon, not out of the Memory of. 
the preſent Generation, in which few Church men would, 
I believe, have thought it proper to ſhew their Zeal a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters, by attempting any thing that might. 
inflame us againſt one another, or endanger the one com- 
mon Iatereſt. Our Danger is not, indeed, ſo imminent, 
and ſo threatning, as it was at that time. But certainly, 
conſidering how powerful an Enemy we have abroad, 
ſupporting the Pretences of a Popyſh Prince to theſe. 
Kingdoms; conſidering what Commotions there are in 


a neighbouring Nation; conſidering how many ſecret, 
and 


(6) 
and deſigning Adverſaries we have within our own Bo. 
ſom, who hate the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; conſidering how 
little regard rhere 1s left, to the Memory of that Prince 
4 who delivered us from our former Dangers, or to any 
J thing eſtabliſhed by him; and conſidering how ſmall a x 
$18 degree of Charity, and mutual Love there appears amongſt f 
| us; can we think our felves ſo ſecure, and ſo far remo- 
* ved fr om Dang er, that we may now ſafely give new 
occaſions of Variance and Strife to one another, and fow 
1 freſh Seeds of Diſcord in the Land? Our Enemies a- 
| broad are very powerful, and very cunning ; very for- 
midable in the Field, and skilful enough to manage the 
vf Commotions of our Neighbours, and our inteſtine Di- 
viſions, ſo as beſt to ſerve their own Purpoſes. The 
great Point they are now labouring, (and which we are 
oppoſing) is to ſubject us to a Popiſh Prince; and, with- 
out doubt, to rob us of our Liberties, and of our Reli- 
gion. And this I take to be a matter of infinitely more 
concern to every one of us, than the exaltation of any 
one Party among us. We are all at preſent engaged 
in the preſervation of our Liberties and Religion; or, at 
leaſt, we all pretend to be ſo: And the greateſt mean 
of compaſſing this End, next under the good Providence 
of God, is the cloſeſt Union, and the heartieſt Friendſhip 
amongſt one another. Methinks our Buſineſs, at ſuch a 
Seaſon, ſhould be to Deſign and Effect nothing but what 
might moſt conduce to the preſervation of our Common 
Religion, and common Liberties; and moſt tend to unite 
us firmly, and heartily to one another. And I do not 
hear that it is ſo much as pretended, that ſuch a Bil 
would, in the leaſt degree, contribute, either to the great- 
er Security of our Liberties and Religion, againſt the In- | 


vaſions of a Popiſh Prince, or to our cloſer Union at 
Home. Nay, could it be proved, that it had not a 
natural 


es, 
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natuſtal tendency to incenſe us againſt one another, and 
weaken our common Intetreſt; and, in the end, to en- 
danger what we pretend to be the two deare. t and molt 
invaluable Goods we enjoy; I ſhould be as forward as 
any one to call in queſtion the Prudence of my Lords 
the Biſbops, tho? not to revile and abuſe them. 

But had we a more diſtant proſpeCt of the two great - 
eſt Evils we can imagine, Popery and Slavery, than, 
I fear, we have at preſent ; yet they are ſo terrible things 
when compared with the michiefs of Occaſional Commu- 
nion in our preſent Circumſtances, - that we cannot be 
too much afraid of them, or too careful not to act a 
part, that may poſſibly contribute to the introducing two 
ſuch Evils amongſt us. Many indeed are as ſecure, and 
thoughtleſs, as if there were no ſhadow of Danger 
threatning us; and many make a Jeſt of theſe Fears: 
But this doth not ſhew the Safety, but the Danger of 
our Condition, And we need not doubt but that our 
Adverſaries take the greateſt Advantages againſt us, 
whilſt we are ſleeping in the Thoughts of our own Se- 
curity. It is certain, I think, that our Danger is great 
and imminent ; and that, if our Enemies prevail againſt 
us, our Loſs and Miſer) are ugexpreſſible. And 1 
think, it uſed to be an undoubtéd Maxim, That what- 
ever tends to raiſe new Uneaſineſſes and jealouſies in 
a Nation, gives it's Enemies a vaſt advantage over it. 
And certainly, to give ſuch Enemies as ours an advan- 
tage, is to pave the way for ſuch Evils as we are to 
expect from them. If then our Danger be ſo terrible; 
we ought not to give our Exemies the leaſt advantage 
over us. At leaſt They who are ſo weak as to think it 
ſo much greater than others would ſeem to do, are 
obliged in Conſcience to beware of every thing that 
may give them an advantage ; and conſequently to op- 


poſe 
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poſe whatever tends yet farther to divide and inflame 
us. And one very conſiderable thing which helped to 
confirm me in my Opinion, that this Bi might proba- 
bly prove a very great Diſadvantage to our common In- 
tereſt; and a great Advantage to our common Enemy, 
was this, that I obſerved it to be extreamly agreeable 
to all, both Roman Catholicks and Proteſtants, who hate 
the preſent Eſtabliſþhment. Nothing hath ſeemed to inſpire 
them of late, with greater Joy, or ou Zeal, than the 
hopes of ſeeing this Bz// perfected. It cannot be ſaid 
that the former of theſe could rejoyce at it, as what 
would promote the Intereſt of a Charch, againſt which 
their chief Tal ſeems to lie; but only purely, as they 
imagined that at the end it might prove of pernicious 
Conſequence to the Proteſtant Intereſt ; and ſerve at laſt 


to help forward the Ruine of the Church of England. 


Of the latter it may perhaps be ſaid, that their Joy 
and Zeal might probably be founded upon their Love 
to this Church. If it ſhould be ſo, = they ſeem to 
underſtand- the true Intereſt of this Charch as little as 
any Men whatever. And, to Speak what I think, their 
Minds at preſent ſeem to be ſo taken up with the 
State, that the Church finds little room in their Thoughts, 
unleſs as it can be fübſervient to their main Deſign; 
and that they could not poſſibly be zealous for this Bill, 


if they apprehended it of the leaſt advantage to the pre- 


ſent Est abliſhment. And I cannot but think, that the 


concern for this Bill, ſo apparent in thoſe who hate our 


preſent Eſtabliſhment, ought to make us very ſuſpicious 


of the influence it may have on the preſent State of 


Affairs. 
Suppoſing therefore that this Bil had been very much 
for the preſent advantage, and exaltation of the Church 


of England (the truth of which Suppoſition I ſhall by 


and 
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and by more carefully examine) yet it ſeemed to tend 
ſo much to diſunite us, in our Hearts and Affections, 
from one another, and to introduce ſo much Paſſion and 
Violence amongſt us, that probably it muſt, in the end, 
have proved an Advantage to our worſt Enemies; and 
ſo, very Diſadvantageous and Fatal to the Charch of Eng- 
land it ſelf, They are moſt likely to bring about the 
Ruine of this excellent Church, who ſeparate the In- 
tereſt of it from the Intereſt of the Nation. For it is 
not poſſible, that what is contrary to the Intereſt of 
the whole, can promote the Intereſt of a part. And fo, 
if this be againſt the Intereſt of the whole, by dividing 
us yet more, and laying us more open to the common 
Enemy; it cannot be ſaid to be for the Intereſt of the 
Church of England at the end. At a time, therefore, when 
all we can do is not more than ſufficient to ſave our 
ſelves from Popery and Arbitrary Power, it cannot be an 
advantage to this Charch, that the Nation ſhould be di- 


vided and inflamed; becauſe this, as it may tend to the 


Ruine of the Nation; ſo will it as — to the Ruine 
of this Church. And it is a Teal, little ſavouring of 
Kyowledge or Prudence, to prefer the preſent Depreſſion of 
Diſſenters , before the future Health of the Church and 
Nation; to buy the preſent Proſperity of the Church at 
the price of the danger of the Proteſtant Religion and 
our Civil Liberties. And it would be a fatal way of 
revenging our ſelves upon the Diſſenters ; if, when they 
would not join in ruining the Church, at a time when 
they muſt have been ruined with it, we ſhould depreſs 
= irritate them, at a time when it mult tend to the Ruine 
of our own Liberties, and the Charch we ſo much admire. 
This is indeed to hate the Diſſenters: But it is not to /ove 
the Church; the Intereſt of which is moſt conſulted, at 
ſuch a time, by making it one with the Intereſt of the 
whole Natzon. B | And, 
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And, beſides that this A# 1s propoſed at a Time very 
improper on the forementioned Accounts; ſo ſhould I be 
apt to think, that it might be more for the Glory and 
Advantage of Her moſt Excellent Majeſty's Reign, to let 
things continue in their former peaceable Eſtate, than to 
begin with ſomething ſo very ungrateful ro many of 
her good Subjects: That, as upon the Revolution, the laſt 
Reign began with an Att in favour of the Diſſenters (tho? 
that was no more in favour of them, than what was rea- 
ſonable in it ſelf, and what is acknowledged to be due 
to them by the Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
particularly of the Church of England;) /o in the beg inning 
— Majeſty's auſpicious Reign, no Act might paſs that 

ould allarm and diſcompoſe the Minds of. her Peopie, 
unleſs an abſolute neceſſity could be ſhewn for it. And 
were I a Perſon concerned, I ſhould be afraid of promo- 
ting any thing, at the entrance of a glorious Princeſs 
upon her Government, that might either caſt a Cloud 
over the preſent Triumphs of her Subjects, or be a hin- 
drance to the future Glories promiſed in it. 

I know wit is urged, That 20 time could be more ſea- 


ſonable for this Bill, becauſe the Church was nom 


in no danger of Popery, or Fanaticiſm; that good 
Laws are to made for Poſterity, and may be 
obtained moſt eaſily in the beſt Reigns. Now, I confeſs, 
my Head is ſo turned, as to argue on the contrary, 
that if the Church be in no danger from the Diſſenters 
or particularly from the Occaſiunal Conformiſts, after the 
Practice of Occaſional Conformity for forty Years; and if 
there be ſome other weighty Conliderations to make it 
improper at this time; then there is nothing to out- 
weigh thefe other Conſiderations. For no one can think 
this an Argument, The Church is now in no danger from 


Occaſional Confor mit); therefore we will paſs a Bill againſt 
the 
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the Practice. It is uſually thought that Veceſity only can 
anſwer for doing what muſt needs raiſe Diviſions and Ant- 
moſities, in time of great Danger from a common Ene- 
my. But here is no receſity to be pretended : No, not 
the leaſt, if the Church be not in danger from this Pra- 


| ice. Nor can it be ſaid or proved, that it will certainly 


be Endangered or Ruined by it in Times ro come. For 
the preſent Security of it here acknowledged, 15 a greater 
—— ag ainſt ſuch a Suppoſition, than can be brought 
for it. And 75 there were ſome Pre/amptions to be 
alleged for the future Ruine of the Char : Vet it all things 
at preſent, after ſo many Years trial, appear ſaſe and 
ſecure, it is not a prudential Rule, to do what hath a 
certain preſent ill Effect, for fear of an uncertain future 
Evil. Good Laws indeed are to be made for Poſterity ; but 
the preſent Age is not to provide againſt the /magined Evils 
of thoſe to come, at the hazard of it's own Peace and 
Happineſs, The danger of the preſent Generation, is al- 
ways to be looked upon as the danger of Poſterity : And 
we cannot conſult their Intereſt, if we forget and ruine 
our own. And therefore if there be no danger to the 
Church at preſent, there may be none, for ought we know, 
in times to come: Or, if there ſhould be, it is not our 
Duty to provide againſt all poſſible future Evils, by di- 
viding and weakning our ſelves: Nor doth it appear to 
be the Intereſt of Poſterity, that we ſhould make Laws for 
— that may have pernicious Effects in our own 
ays. 

As for the other part of what is alleged for the /eaſo- 
nableneſs of this Time, viz. That the Church is now in no 
danger from Popery, I would to God it were true; tho? it 
would not much help forward this Bill, But it is impli- 
ed in this Argument, That F the Church be now in danger 
Jrom Popery, this is not a ſeaſonable Time for Attempts of 

B 2 this 


— — 


1 — — — — 
% 
— —— — oe ONO 


— — — 
— — . — 


( 12 


this Nature. And that it is now in danger from Popery, 
is to me, I profeſs, as clear, as that we are engaged in 
a very hazardous and threatning War with a powerful 
Prince, whoſe main Deſign, with reſpect to Vs, is to ſettle 
either himſelf or another Popiſh Prince in this Throne. 
It is true, we i have Succeſs ; but to ſay, that we have 
any reaſons to be confident of it; Or to ſay, that we are 
in no danger from Popery, whilſt we have ſuch an Ere- 
my to contend with, is to blind our Eyes, and tell as, the 
Sun don't ſbine. Pm ſure our Gracious Queen, who may 
be preſumed to know the preſent poſture of Affairs, hath 
expreſſed other Notions of this Matter ; and hath, after 
a very moving manner, in ſome of her Royal Proclama- 
tions, repreſented to her People the great and imminent 
Danger our Relig ion is in. And certainly, if the Nation 
be in danger from Popiſh Enemies, the Church muſt be in 
danger from Popery, unleſs we can be ſo weak as once 
more to think the Church ſecure under the Protection of 
a Popiſh Prince. If, therefore, there be no danger at pre- 
ſent to the Church from Occaſional Conformity, as is acknow- 
ledged ; then there cannot be imagined any Reaſon at pre- 
ſent for ſuch a Bill: And, if the Churches Danger from 
Popery would be a ſufficient reaſon againſt ſuch a B,, 
as is implied in this Argument; then we have manifeſtly 
this Reaſon alſo againſt it; for the Church is certainly in 
Danger from Popery, when the Nation is in the utmoſt Dan- 
ger trom Popiſh Enemies. ; 
Thus you ſee the Reaſons why I have not been able hi- 
therto to perſuade my ſelf, that this is a ſeaſonable Time for 
ſuch a Bill; ſince it is granted on all hands, that ſome Times 
would not be ſeaſonable for it. And as theſe Thoughts 
about the Time, have prevented my Cenſures of n Lords 
the Biſhops, and induced me to think that they have tru- 
ly conſulted the Intereſt of the Church of England in this 
| part 
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part of their Conduct: So neither could I poſſibly join 


in with the common Cry, in running them down as Enemies 
ul to this Church, in which they preſide, when I conſidered, 
tle II. Their Loraſbips paſt Behaviour, and Characters. The 
ge. Perſons againſt whom this Cry is, at preſent, raiſed, are > 
Ve the Men who have been the Chief Defenders of the 
re Church of England againſt all its Adverſaries ; and have gi- 
e- ven the greateſt Proofs, at all convenient Seaſons, of A 
he ſteady affection to it. They have always been ready to 
* vindicate it againſt the Objections, and Calumnies, of the 
th Romaniſts on the one hand; and, on the other hand, they 
er have aſſerted the law fulneſs, and neceſſity of conſt ant Com- 
4 munion againſt the Diſſenters, as conſtantly, and as judi- 
ut ciouſly as any others whatſoever. They forſook it not 
2 in its greateſt Danger; and have refuſed no Study or 
in Pains to promote its true Intereſts. They have not per- 
e haps made their Palpits Places of Railing and Reviling; or 
f ſpent that time which ought to be employed in recom- 
2 mending Virtue and Holineſs, in ſatyrical Declamations, 
Jo and incenſing their Congregations againſt their Brethren. 
2. But they have done more towards the putting a ſtop to 
” the Spirit of Separation, and / jolence; and tothe engaging 
, the Affections of Men to this Church, than all their Exe- 
y mies put together, who think they cannot be Defenders of 
7 the Church, without abuſing and inſulting the Diſſenters. 
= And what hath 8 induced me to look upon them as 
; true Friends to the Chareb of England, is, that they have 
8 been at all times ready to make it more perfect than it al- 
r ready is, and to ſtrengthen its Intereſt by yielding up 
'' ſome inconſiderable Points, for the ſake of reconciling and 
8 healing our Breaches, and miſchievous Diſſenſions. You: 
; will wonder that I alledge this for their Honour, ſince it 
E is become ſo common a Topic againſt them, That they 
5 are the Perſons, Who have been for Alterations, and Con- 


ceſſions, 
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ceſſions, in favour of the Diſſenters. But I cannot help 
what other Perſons think. It is an unaccountable thing 
to me, that A// ſhould acknowledge that the Church is 
not perfect; and yet it ſhould be a Crime, to endeavour 
to make it more perfect than it is: That all ſhould ac- 
knowledge, That an #nconfiderable and indifferent matter 
ought to be given up even to the unreaſonable Demands 
of weak Brethren, upon account of ſomething of more Con- 
ſequence; and yet it ſhould be a Blot upon the Reputati- 
on of any Perſons, that they have been ready to yield up an 
indifferent Point to the great Concerns of Peace and Unity. 
Theſe things are inconſiſtent; and, I believe, we cannot 
gratify the Romaniſis better, than by being afraid of any 
Alter ations, that tend either to unite us more to one ano- 
ther, or to make the Charch more perfect than it is: Whilſt 
They ſcruple not daily Alterations, even for the worſe, if 
ſo be they can but have the leaſt proſpect of advantage 
from them. It may be againſt the Interelt of ſome parti- 
cular Perſons, to reconcile the Diſſenters to our Church: 
But it cannot be againſt the Intereſt of the Church it ſelf; 
and therefore the Crime ought to be reſented as an Injury 
to Them, and not to the Church. But when any thing is 
done, diſagreeable to the Humors, or Intereſt of ſome Men, 
the Church is ſure to be brought into the Quarrel, and to 
be made the Pretence of all the Odium they can caſt upon 
their Brethren. But fince it is not in the Power of the 
greateſt Enemies their Loraſhips have, to produce one ſingle 
Inſtance of any Alteration promoted by them, which would 
have affected any valuable part of the whole Conſtitution ; 
or one ſingle Inſtance, which could poſſibly have done the 
leaſt Injury to the Church of England; they mult pardon me, 
if I be nor allarmed by the bare mention of Alterations; or 
if I cannot but think, that they who are for ſuch Altera- 
tions, as are either for the better, or in order to ſome good 
end, 
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end, have given greater Proof of their Love to the Church 
of England, than they who have been always averſe to them. 
And ſince they have never ſhewn themſelves inclined to yie/d 
up any Points, but ſuch as are 7na;ferent, by the confeſſion 
of all; and this upon great and weighty Conſiderations :- 
Their Lordſbips need not be aſhamed of the odious appel- 
lation of Moderate Church-men , nor envy their Brethren 
the contrary Character. Unleſs it be a ſhame to Reaſonable 
Creatures, to ſet no more value upon things than they de- 
ſerve; or a glory to Chriſtians, to have no more concern 
for Peace and Unity, than if no ſuch things had been ever 
ſpoken of in the Goſpel. 

I muſt not here forget what is lately, and very terribly 
repreſented to the World, That theſe Moderate Church. men 
are now aſſociated with the Diſſenters, in order to under- 
mine, and blow up the preſent Conſtitution in Church and State. 

The Author of this Accuſation is, indeed, very zealous, 
and very vehement in the Proof of it. But Jam perſua- 
ded, if we examine things impartially, we ſhall find the 
Accuſation as void of Truth, as the whole Management of it 
appears to be void of Charzty. 

The moſt conſiderable part of our Conſtitution in Charch, 
this Author will calily allow to be, the Government of it by 
Biſhops ſuperior to Presbyters. What He may judge to be 
our Conſtitution in State, I will not now enquire. But our 
preſent Conſtitution is, by the unanimous Voice of Queen, 
Lords, Commons, and the whole Nation, declared to be the 
Settlement of this Government in the Proteſtant Line of the Roj- 
al Family, As for our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, this Accu- 
ſation falls our unluckily,becaule at this very time, (and for 
ſome Years paſt) it happens to be their Loraſhips Province 
to aſſert,and maintain the Rights of this Epiſcopal Church, a- 
gainſt the Aſſaults of Men, who have been formerly the 


greateſt Advocates for Epiſcopacy ; and accuſed their Lord. 
ſbips 
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ſlups of want of Love to it. It was ever given out, 
and believ'd by their Enemies, that upon ſuch an Oc- 
caſion, their Loraſhips would diſcover their Hearts, and 
gladly part with the Reghts of Epiſcopag. They have, 
indeed, diſcovered their Hearts, not by betraying Eprſcopacy, 
but by aſſerting it to the heighth ; and have forever put 
an end to that Calumm, by denying to give up the Rights 
of an Epiſcopal Church, when they might have done it 
with ſo much Credit, and were ſo often, and ſo importu- 
nately, called upon to do it, by the majority of their own 
Ptesbyters. But ſome are ſure of the Title of Falſe Bre- 
thren, which way ſoever they act, whilſt others may do 
any thing, and yet be true to the Intereſt of the Church; 
and may join Strength with the Presbyrerians, and yet ſtill 
remain the greateſt Lovers of Epiſcopacy. Who have at this 
time, ſhewn the greateſt Love to Epi/copacy ; theſe Moderate 
Ghurch-men, or Thoſe who affect Another Character, let 
any indifferent Perſon judge: And therefore ſome other 
Calumm ſhould now, one would think, be ſought out; and 
the undermining and blowing up the Conſtitution in Charch, 
ſhould be cautiouſly mention'd, for fear of putting People 
in mind, that we are come to ſee the Bays, in which, The 
who have been repreſented as Haters of Epriſcopacy, are com- 
plained of by their Enemies, for carrying the Rights of it 
too high; and They, who have all along made ſuch a noiſe 
about it, are found to preſs hardeſt upon rhe Privileges that 
hitherto have been thought to belong to it. But if this 
Accuſation can find any place nom, what Out-cries might we 
have expected, had their Loraſhips, in any part of their 
Lives, acted the part that ſome others have been acting of 
late Years ? 

As to our Conſtitution in State, which they are endeavour- 
ing, in conjunction with the Diſſenters, ro undermine 
and blow up; this Author cannot ſurely mean, = 

their 
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their Lorauſbips are endeavouring to hinder the | Sac- 
ceſſiow in the Proteſtant Line, and to overthrow the 
laſt Settlement made by A#® of Parliament, in which 
they themſelves labour'd ſo much. No, if this were fo, 
he would thank and applaud them, and draw their 
Characters to greater advantage. And yet this I take 
to be our preſent Conſtitution ; that which is now eſtabliſh- 
ed by the greateſt. Authority in the Nation; and that to 
which we have all obliged our ſelves by a ſolemn Oath. 
W hat then is that Conſtitution in State which They are an- 
dermining? It muſt be either this, or the Succeſſion in the 
Popiſh Line. And if it be the Popiſh Succeſſion, as is to plain 
to be denied ; then, God be thanked, They are embarked 
in the ſame Deſign with their Sovereign, both Houles of 
Parliament, and all who are in any Office, throughout the 
Nation. If the D:ſſezters be in this ſame Intereſt, it is ha 
py for the Nation: Nor ought it to be accounted their 
Crime, but to turn to their Advantage. And if it be a 
Scandal to join with them, in this; it is a Scandal common 
to their Lordſbips, with all Charch-men, who enjoy any 
Preferments, and with the whole Nation alſo. And 1 
ſhould think, that it cannot be a greater Crime for their 
Loraſbips to join with the Diſſenters in maintaining this pre- 
ſent Conſtitution, with the whole Nation on their Side; than 
for ſome others, in oppoſition to the whole Nation, to act 
in conjunction with Papiſts, and enter into Aſſociations with 
the profeſſed Enemies of their Country, in order to main- 
tain that which they call the Conſtitution, and to bring us 
once more under the Yoke of Popery. They are aſſoctated 
with Roman Catholicks in one and the ſame Deſign againſt 
the vp 45 Eſtabliſhment: And they revile their 
Loraſhips for being in the ſame Deſign with Diſſenters, of 
maintaining the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, ſettled by the 
Voice of the whole Nation. - which of theſe is 2 

mo 
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moſt terrible, and diſhonourable Aſſociation, let the Na- 
tian judge. But the Modeſty of fome Men is wonderful, 
who, in the Face of a Government, under the Protection of 
which they live, can make it their Buſineſs, openly to ex- 
poſe and revile others, for nothing but becauſe they are in 
the ſame Intereſts in which the Government it ſelf is. I 
know not well what the Expectations of theſe Gentlemen 
are, or on what they are grounded; but methinks, com- 
mon Prudence ſhould inſtruct them to forbear their Inſults 
and Abuſes; ſince all the governing part of the Nation, have 
unanimoully profeſſed themfelves in the ſame Szate-Party, in 
which it is the Unhappineſs of my Lords the Biſbops to be. 
But perhaps, I hey know their own Intereſ? better than I 
can do; and think they can never ſerve that more effectual- 
ly, than by making all thoſe odious, whom they ſuſpe& to 
be moſt hearty againſt their Schemes, and Machina- 
tions; tho' they cannot make them odious on this account, 
without making the whole Government odious alſo. And 
how long the Government will bear with ſuch Uſage, nei- 
ther they, nor I can tell. 

But, notwithſtanding what their Loraſbips moſt bitter 
Adverſaries have laid to their Charge, I could never perſuade 
my felf,but that they had, in all the parts of theirLives,ſhewn 
themſelves true to the Intereſt of this Nation, and this Church: 
And therefore cannot he induced to think them the 
Betr ayers of either; or to treat their Names with ſuch Con- 
tempt, and ſuch Reproaches, as are too uſually beſtowed 
upon them. But I am ſenſible, that, though there hath 
been nothing in their Loraſbips former Behaviour, deſtru- 
ive of the true Intereſt either of Church or State; yet, 
their Conduct, on this particular occaſion, may poſſibly be 
found to be ſo; and conſequently, they may deſerve, on 
this one Account, to be treated as Enemies to both. I have 


theretore, 
III. Con- 


| 5; . + hn 

III. Confider'd, with all the exactneſs I could, whether 
this Bill, which their Loraſbips have oppoſed, would pro- 
bably prove an advantage, either to the State, or the Church; 
or a diſadvantage. As to the Sate, I think the Caſe is 
plain: And it is not ſo much as pretended, that ſuch a Bill 
can poſſibly contribute to the greater ſecurity of the Suc- 
ceſſion in the Proteſtant Line; which is our preſent Eſt abliſb- 
ment. The Effects, and Conſequences of it, muſt inevi- 
tably be, the diſuniting our Hearts and Affections more and 
more from one another; and the keeping out of Offices, Perſons 
that are entirely well affected to the preſent Settlement: which 
two things may very much endanger the State, but can- 
not poſſibly be for the Advantage of it. If, therefore, we 
be ſincere, and in earneſt for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the 
defeating of which is one great aim of our Adverſaries, 
how can we be fond of any thing that will be ſo far from 
aſſiſting us in the oppoſing them, that it will help forward 
their Work? I do not wonder ſo much to find thoſe who 
are profeſſedly in another Intereſt, fo zealous for this Bill, 
and ſo enraged againſt thoſe who have oppos'd it: But to 
find Perſons, who profeſs that our whole Concern, at pre- 
ſent, is to keep out a Popiſh Prince, and to ſecure the Pro- 
teſt ant Succeſſion, eagerly promoting what hath not rhe leaſt 
tendency to that, but rather an apparent tendency to the 
contrary, is indeed ſurprizing, and unaccountable. And 
the more ſo, becauſe many of theſe Perſons ſeem very ap- 
prehenſive not only of the Danger from our Foreign Ene- 
my, but from the Deſigns of not a few amongſt our ſelves. 
We are told, indeed, That there are enow Perſons to ſup- 
ply all Offices, wichout the aſſiſtance of the Occaſions! Con- 
formiſts; and as fully fixed in the Intereſt of the Proteſtant 
Settlement as They; and I am willing to hope there may. 
But think this is far from being ſo certain, as to induce us 


to venture our hole upon this Suppolition ; and we are 
1 2 not 
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not in ſo good a Condition, as that we can prudently diſ- 
courage and irritate amy who are undoubtedly in that 

6, Intereſt. Eſpecially, when we are told by ore 
415. . (who ſometimes, una wares, lets us into the Secrets 

of his Party) that there are Occaſional Sewarers, 
as well as Occaſional Conformiſts, who take Oaths with no o- 
ther Deſign but to break them, at a convenient Seaſon : 
And when we have great reaſon to — it, tho* he had 
not been ſo kind as to give us notice of it. 

But though it be ſo apparent, that this 4# could not be 
for the Intereſt of the State, if by the State we mean the 
preſent Eſtabliſbuent, as without doubt we do; yet perhaps 
it may be found, that it is ſo much for the Intereſt of the 
Church, and ſo neceſſary to its Preſervation, and Security, 
that it is to be compaſſed at ail Adventures, even at the pre- 
judice of the Proteſtant Settlement. I expreſs my ſelf thus, 
becauſe I would have you obſerve, that nothing can prove 
the uſefulneſs and expediency of it, unleſs it can be ſhewn, 
that the neceſſity of it to the C hurchs preſervation is ſo great, 
and the Advantages of it to the Church ſo very conſiderable, 
as to countervail the evil * ge it may have a- 
mongſt our ſelves, and with reſpect to the preſent Eſtabliſh. 
ment: For fince it cannot, as I ſee, promote the leaſt good 
end in our State, but appears rather to have an ill Aſpe& 
upon that ; it is not ſufficient to alledge, that it will be 
for the Intereſt of the Church, unleſs the Advantage on this 
Side, do plainly out-weigh the Diſadvantages on the o- 
ther. For no one can think it Wiſe, on any other Suppo- 
ſition, to attempt any thing in a Nation, new, and attend- 
ed with Inconveniences. 

Let us now, if you pleaſe, conſider the Advantages ac- 
cruing to the EZabliſhed Church from this Act. I have be- 
fore obſerved, that it is impoſſible, that ſhould be for the 
Intereſt of the Charch, which is any ways prejudicial to 


the 
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the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Eitabliſhment ; and that it is 
abfurd to talk of ſerving the Church by diſſerving the State; 
or by doing :hat which in the end may be a great preju- 
dice to it, and endanger its ſafety. But now farther, If 
we would judge of the great Neceſity and Advantages of 
this Act to the Church; I think we cannot do it better 
than by obſerving, what ill Effects, and Diſadvantages, have 
eome to the Church, from the practice of Occaſional Confor- © 
mity, for theſe many Years paſt. For ſince the Deſign of 
this Bill is to diſcourage a Practice, which hath been no- 
torious for theſe many Years ; we cannot better determine 
concerning the Neceſ/ity and Advantages of this Bill, than 
by reflecting upon the known Conſequences of this Prace 
tice. If the Church of England have been brought into 
any real Danger by it, then ſomething may be ſaid to 
ſhew a Neceſſity for ſuch a Bill. But if not, then we can 
plead no Neceſſity for it, nor any Advantages from it, that 
we know of, to the Church: at leaſt, no ſuch Advantages 
as are able ro countervail the Diſadvantages of it. 

Now I belleve it will be-granted, that the Church not 
only ſubſiſted, but flouriſhed under K. Charles II. through- 
out whoſe whole Reign the Occaſional Conformi fis either 
communicated occaſionally when any . Aſſemblies were 
tolerated ; or more conſtantly when they were not: And 
I ſuppoſe, did not refuſe Offices, as they came in their way. 
In King James II. his Reign, the Church was indeed in 
Danger, not from the practice of Occaſional Conformity, but 
from Popery, and the practice of rigid Separation: Not 
from the principles of the Occaſional Conformiſts (of whom 
I ſhall ſay more by and by) who could never join with 
the Papiſts in ruining what they acknowledge /awfal in all 
things, and in many things excellent; but from the Prin- 
cles of thoſe who think the Church anlamful and Anti- 
chriſtian, and no better than one branch of Pozery. But 


by 
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by the eſpecial Providence of God, it Triumphed over 


all it's Enemies. In the /a# Reign (which raiſed the In- 
dignation of ſo many againſt Occaſional Conformity) the 
Church kept it, Ground, notwithſtanding the Act of Toleration, 
and notwithſtanding the Practice w Occaſional Conformity. 
This is confeſſed by the greateſt Enemies to the Practice. 
And it is acknowledged by all, That the Church is in no 
Danger, after ſo many Years experience. If then the 
Church have been fo ſecure for many Years in the midft 
of this Pr «ice, from whence can we collect ſo much Dan» 
ger as ſome apprehend ? And on what grounds is it, that 
we prognoſticate its Ruine? And if its Danger ſo little ap- 
pear in ſo long a time, that none can diſcern it, whence 
ariſes the neceſſity for ſuch a B? Or, what are the great 
Advantages __ to the Charch by it? And if the moſt 
quick-ſighted Men ſee no Danger to the Churcb in a Reign 
which they think did not overmuch favour it, how much 
leſs ground for fear in a Reign, in which all the favour 
they themſelves could defire, is ſure to be ſhewn towards 
it? But the truth of the Matter is this, Occaſional Conformi- 
ty tends in the nature of it, not to the Ruine of the Church, 
but to Con tant Conformity with it: For it helps to abate 
Men's prejudices againſt thoſe ſmall Matters, the conſtant 
uſe of which is diſliked ; and to reconcile them ſtill more 
and more to Con ſtast Communion. And it hath been ob- 
ſerved by thoſe who have had opportunity to ſee it, that 
it hath had a good effe this way in many Families, as 
well as ſingle Perſons. Now methinks, if the Practice 
have this good tendency, and many a one be brought over 
entirely to the Church by it, ſome ſmall Encouragement 
ought to be left for it, rather than any Diſcouragements 
propoſed : And we ſhould rather invite Men to come as 
far as they can towards us, than affright them from us; 
ſince they or others may be induced by it to come _—_ 

than 
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than at firſt they thought of; and in che mean while the 
Church appears to be in no Danger. 

All that I can think of to be alleged againſt what I am 
offering is, That though the Church be not nom in Danger, 
yet by this Practice many will be in Offices, who may, one 
time or other, Ruine the Church of Eng land. How far 
the Principles of the Perſons concerned will oblige them 
to this, I ſhall enquire preſently. At preſent I obſerve, 
That, the natural Tendency of this Practice being of pre- 
ſent Advantage to the Church, as it reconciles many to it; 
it is very improbable that more Mzſchief can ever be done 
to the Church by it, than Benefit. And we are not (as 
I have obſerved already) to provide againſt Evils which 
may happen in the Days of our Poſterity ; unleſs we can 
do it without diſturbing and injuring our ſelves; and un- 
leſs the nature of the thing, or experience, plainly convince: 
us, that they will probably come to paſs. And neither of 
theſe, I think, plainly warn us of this Evil. For the 
nature of the thing tends as much, at leaſt, to reconcile 
Men to the Church of England, as it can ever be ſuppoſed 
to do to the Ruine of it: And we have had the experience 
of as many Years as are ſufficient to teach us, whether 
the Church have any grounds for fear of Ruine from this 
Practice or not. 

If it be here ſaid, that this A& would bring many Occa- 
ſional Conformiſts over to the Church; I anſwer, Perhaps 
it may. But can it be ſuppoſed in a moment to alter their 
Principles, and make thoſe, who are now repreſented as 
bent upon the Ruine of the Church, entire Lovers, and 
Friends to it? If not, then we may ſay [according to the 
arguing of the {ame Perſons who would allege this) the 
had better got be taken into its Boſom. Whereas thoſe 
who are reconciled more eaſily, by the practice of Occa- 


ſional Conformity, have their Judgments convinced, and 
F their 
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their Averfion entirely removed, before they alter their 
Practice to conftant and total Conformity. On the other 
fide, if this Act bring not theſe Perſons over to the Church, 
who are ſaid to intend it's Ruine, it certainly incenſes them 
the more, makes them more compact, and deſigning; forms 
them into cloſe Cabals and Combinations ; and renders 
them more formidable to the Church than they were be- 
fore. So that, upon the whole, I could never be able to 
ſee the great zeceſſity for ſuch an Act, nor the great advan- 
tages of it, Vith reſpect either to the State, or the Church. 
As to t: 2 State, the deſign of it is to keep ſome out of Of- 

ces, Who are entirely in that Intereſt which is declared to 
be the only Intereſ# of the State: And, as to the Church, 
the deſign of it is to put an end to a Practice, which hath 
never yet done the Church any Miſchief, but helped to 
reconcile many Perſons to it. And upon theſe accounts, 
I cannot perſwade i ſelf ro inveigh agaiaſt my Lords 
the Biſhops, who think it not prudent, to divide us yet 
more from on another, and encreaſe our mutual Animo- 
ities, by an Act which is acknowledged to be, at this time, 
at leaſt, unnecetiary ; and which can pretend to no advanta- 
ges proportionable to the 7i/advantages of it. We know 
the Inconveniences of Occaſional Conformity, by the experi- 
ence of many Years; but we know not all the Inconveni. 

ences that may attend the paſſing ſuch a Bill againſt it. 
IV. In order to make a right Judgment in this Caſe, I 
conſidered, and examined, as carefully as poſſible, the 
Characters and Principles of the Perſons, againſt whom this 
Act was deſigned: Who I think, are as generally miſta- 
ken as any Party amongſt us. And theſe are the Occaſions! 
2 who may be divided into two ſorts : Such as 
prefer the Worſhip of the Church of England for a con- 
ſtancy, but hold the ſeparate Congregations to be lanful 
Churches, and think themſelves obliged in * 
Ome- 
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ſometimes. to communicate with them; and ſuch as prefer 
the Worſhip of the Diſſenters for a conſtancy, but hold 
the Worſhip of the Church of England to be Chriſtian 
and lawful, and think themſelves obliged, to teſtifie their 
Charity by communicating ſometimes with it. Theſe 
are the profeſſed Principles of theſe Men: and we are not 
to judge their Hearts and inward Deligns, Jeſt we teach 
them an ill Leſſon againſt our ſelves. The former of theſe 
cannot be ſuppoſed to meditate the Ruin of the Charch of 
England, unleſs we will ſuppoſe them to be Hypocrites withe 
out any ground. The later are generally ſuch, as ſome 
few Amendments and Abatements in things truly indifferent, 
would bring over entirely to the Church. They are ſuch, 
as are not, in their Principles, Enemies to Monarchy: And 
have given proof enough, that they are not always ready 
to run in with popular Clamours againſt their Monarch; and 
that they are fixed in their Love and Zeal for the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment. And, notwithſtanding what is laid to their 
Charge, They are ſuch, or they are the followers of ſuch, 
as reliſted the violent Proceedings in the troubleſome Times; 
as abhorred the horrid Murther of King Charles the fir# ; 
as helped forward the Reſtauration of King Charles the 
Second, as much as any Men could do, in their Rank and 
Station, As for a Liturgy, they have always declared 
themſelves ready to conform to one: And for Epiſcopacy, 
they think it lawful ; and would not ſcruple to conform to 
that, could they entirely conform in other points. And 
they who think otherwile of them, ſeem to confound them 
with the r:gid Separatiſts, by whom they have been al- 
ways hated as Perſons too favourable to our Charch, and 
too near to Conformity); and to whom ſuch an Act as this 
would be moſt grateful, as it would be a diſcourage- 
ment to what they are ſenſible, is an injury to the Cauſe of 
Separation. I acknowledge, indeed, that it is a wonderful 
D and 
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and unaccountable Thing, on the one hand, for Men who 
acknowledge the E/fabliſbed Church very well conſtituted, 
to give any encouragement to Separation from it, by their 
preſence at the Diſſenting Congregations: And on the other 
hand, for Men who acknowledge it a lawful and Chriſti- 
an Church, with all means of Edification'in it, to ſepa- 


rate from it ; when the Advantages of our Union and Con- 


cord are ſo apparent, and fo valuable. But I cannot help 
it, if ſome Chriſtiaus have their heads fo turned, as to 
think it their Duty to communicate with all Parties; and 
others have work'd themſelves into a perſwaſion, that 
Conſtant Communion with ſuch a Church is made unlawful 
by ſome Circumſtances. I pray God to direct them to 
the Truth; But whillt they are in this Errour, I cannot 
think that they deſerve the Name of the Morſt of the Diſ- 
ſenters, unleſs they be the wor# Diſſenters who are neareſt 
to the Church, and molt ready to come over entirely to 
it. And 3 it is this that many Men are afraid of. 
But is not the leaſt Errour to be born with in Brethren ? 
And are they, who are diſpoſed to an Accommodation, 
and neareſt to Conformity, to be treated as worſe than thoſe 
who are obliged by their Principles to hate- our Worſhip, 
and to deal with it as Autichriſtian and intolerable ? I ſpeak 
now of the honeſt Men amongſt them: as for the d;ſhone#, 
nothing can hold them. Occ ſional Conformity and Conſtant 
are equal to them, and they will practice either, as beſt 
may ſerve their Purpoſes and Projects. But theſe are the 
avowed Principles of the beſt part of them. And cer- 
tainly, at a time when our Uzion would be of fo great 
advantage to our common Cauſe, our Buſineſs ſhould be 
to endeavour to perſwade and argue them into Conſtant 
Communion ; not to exaſperate them, and ſet them farther 
from us. 


The 
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The Charge of Hypocriſy and Scandal to Religion, fixed 
upon the Practice of theſe Perſons, never moved me, be- 
cauſe I could never think it Hypocriſy or Scandalous to Re- 
ligion, for Men to do what they always held to be law- 
ful, and what they do upon other occaſions alſo, for the 
ſake of an Office. Indeed, for any Perſons, who live in 
a conſtant negle& of Religious Duties, and are hardly ever 
known to frequent any Religious Aſſemblies, whether Con- 
formiſts or Nonconformiſts,to come to Church merely to qua- 
life themſelves for an Office, carries along with it a great 
ſuſpicion of Hypocriſie. But this belongs not peculiar- 
ly to the Occaſional Conformiſts; nor can it be fixed upon 
= hone#t part of them, whoſe Principle it is, that Com- 
munion with the Church is in it ſelf lawful, and that they 
ought ſometimes to communicate with it on other occa- 
ſions, as well as for the ſake of an Office. Thus much 
for the Characters and Principles of the Perſons againſt 
whom this Act was deſigned ; whom I would always have 
Charch-Men carefully to diſtinguiſh from other Diſſenters; 
and to lay no greater Burthen upon them than they deſerve ; 
and then they will not be Taxed either as Friends to En- 
tbuſiaſm, or unfit to ſerve therr Prince and Country in the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment of the Monarchy; or eagerly bent upon ru 
2 the Church of England : Nay, if we ſhould be a little 
kinder to them than they deſerve, it would be no more 
than what the Chriſtian Religion will bear us out in; and 
it may redound at laſt to our own Security and Advan- 
tage, as well as to the Honour of our Church. And having 
examined into the Principles of theſe Occaſional Conformiſts, 
I could not think them ſuch. formidable Enemies to the 
State or Church as they are repreſented to be; or that 
more advantages could accrue to our prefent Conſtirution 
from ſuch an Act againſt them, than Diſadvantages: And 
therefore could not blame the Conduct of thoſe Bjhops 
who oppoſed and prevented it. D 2 V. Hav- 
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V. Having obſerved, upon this occaſion,” with what ap- 
plauſe one part of my Lords the Biſhops hath been Honour- 
ed, and with what Diſreſpect the other hath been too com- 
monly treated; I conſidered as exactly as I could, in what 
they agreed, and in what they differed ; that I might ſee 
whether there was any good ground for this very diffe- 
rent Treatment they have met with. They all agree, «that 
the Occaſional Conformiſts can never defend their Separation, 
and are extreamly to blame in refuſing conſtantly to Com- 
municate with a Church, whoſe Communion they acknow- 
ledge init ſelf law ful. They all agree, that all lawful Me- 
thods are to be taken for the preſervation of this Church 
from Ruine. They all agree that the Church is in no 
Danger at preſent from a long Practice of Occaſional Conjor- 
mity. They all muſt agree, that the Church is in danger 
from Popery, as the State is threatned by Popiſh Adverſaries, 
and others both in our own, and a Neighbour Nation, 
who either profeſs themſelves in the Intereſt of a Popiſh 
Prince, or give us too much ground to ſuſpett they are ſo. 


They all muſt agree, that the Occaſional Conformiſts are 


firm Friends to the Proteſtant e; which is decla- 
red to be the only Intereſt of England. They all muſt 
agree, that ſome Times are very improper for ſuch a Bill. 
The difference between them ſeems to be this: The one 
part thinks that this Practice may prove prejudicial to the 


Church; the other thinks it will rather prove prejudicial to 


the ſeparation. The une thinks, that future Evils are to 
be prevented: the other thinks that this is not a Time 
to take care of Poſterity, ſo much as of our ſelves; 
and that there is no reaſon to fear theſe imagined fu- 
ture Evils. The one thinks this a proper time to 
fence againſt the Enemies of the Church: the other 
thinks that the practice of Occaſional Conformity tends not 
to rhe Ruine of the Church ; and-that this is not a 

| time 
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(29) | 
time to depreſs, or diſcourage any, who are in the In- 
tereſt of the State; and that- the readieſt way to Ruine 
the Church in the end, is to weaken the State. The 
one thinks, That her Majeſty's auſpicious Reign cannot 
better begin than with ſuch an ACT. The other thinks 
that nothing could be more improper at the beginning 
of her Reign, than to create freſh Uneaſineſſes, and A- 
nimoſities amongſt her Subjects It is uſually thought, 
that Reigns are then begun with the 2 Glory, 
when they are opened with As of Indemnity and Fa- 
vour to all; and that it is not adviſeable, to begin with 
what muſt diſſatisfy, and allarm any number of Sub- 
jects, without a 82 urgent and preſent Neceſſity. 
No one ſeems more ſenſible of the Pleaſure Princes en- 
joy in the Happineſs and Union of all their Subjects, 
or of the Evil Conſequences of their Uneaſineſs and 
Diſſenſions, than her Excellent Majeſty, who concludes her 
laſt moſt gracious Speech, after this moſt affecting manner. 
I want Words to expreſs to you my earneſt Deſires of ſeeing 
all my Subjects in perfect peace, and Union amongſt them- 
elves, I have nothing ſo much at Heart, as their general 
Welfare and Epping, Let me therefore deſire you- all, 
that you would carefully avoid any Heats or Diviſions that 
may diſappoint me of that Satisfaction, and give encourage- 
ment io the Common Enemies of the Church and State. And 
which tends moſt to the Diſappointing her Majeſty of that 
Satisfaction, and the encouraging the Common Enemy; the 
promoting, or oppoſing ſuch Bills ; let any one judge. 

If you pleaſe to conſider theſe Differences between their 
Loraſhips, you will eaſily ſee the Grounds for their diffe- 
rent Behaviour; and be able to determine, with what Ju- 


ſtice the Oze part is applauded, for their Zeal and Readi- 
neſs to ſerve the Intereſt of the Church, whilſt the Other 
is treated, as the Betrayers of it, and the greateſt Enemies to 
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=_ = Tf Jome ; and open the Eyes of others, that they may ſee the 


Things that belong to our Peace, and make for our true 
Intereſt. Were they who are moſt incenſed againſt the Con- 
duct of thoſe who oppoſed the B, perſuaded upon good 
Reaſons, That their Loraſbips were very much out; (as 
very ſew trouble themſelves about any Reaſons) yet, if they 
were more acted by the Spirit of Chriſtianity, than the 
Spirit of Cenſure and Revilinz, they would not rail, but 
pity their Lordſhips Blindneſs, and wonder that they can 
be ſo abuſed, as not to ſee the Security of our Eſtate; the 
unmoveable Zeal of all Ranks amongſt us for the Proteſtant 
Sacceſſion ; the little need there is of the Good-will and Aſ. 
ſiſtance of our Proteſtant Brethren ; and the apparent dan- 
ger the Church is in, from their Occaſional Conformity. Let 
thoſe, who profeſs themſelves in a Popiſh Intereit, betray the 
bitterneſs of their Souls, by railing againſt the Biſhops, who 
oppoſed their beloved Bil; and let them carry forward 
their Deſigns, by making their Lordſþips Odious, and 
ranking them in Aſſociations with Diſſenters for the ruin of 
Charch and State. But let not thoſe, who profeſs another In- 
tereſt, and a Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, help forward the work 
of its Enemies; and ſhew their Zeal for the Charch by 
inveighing againſt thoſe, who have demonſtrated their love 
to it as much asany Men, and are againſt this Bill, for fear 
it ſhould tend to the prejudice of the Prote ſtant Eſtabliſbment, 
and, at the end, to the Ruin of this Church. 

By all that I have ſaid, put together, you may ſee the 
Reaſons which have prevailed with me to paſs a Judg- 
ment in this Cauſe fo different from yours, and that of 
your Neighbours. And according as they ſeem Convin- 
cing, or not Convincing, I expect you ſhould either 
yield to them, or Anſwer them: For this is what J pro- 
poſe to my ſelf in this Trouble I have given you, either 
| to 
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If you ſhould {till rhink me miſtakes, believe it to bs 


only for want of better information ; to which, I can a. 3 
ſure you, I am ready to yield, as ſoon as it appears. % 


I] ans, 


Tour very Affectianate, dec. 


POS. TSG RIFT. 

Heartily wiſh, that we had any ground to Hope, 
that either the Occaſional Conformiſts, on the one hand, 
would - now. diſappoint the Hopes of their Enemies, and 5 
entirely come over to the Charch, whoſe Worſhip they ac- 
knowledge to be lamfal; or, if they ſtill ſtand out, that 
thoſe who have it in their Power, would condeſcend to 
their Weakneſs, and agree to ſuch Alterations as would 
not prejudice the Church, but would forcibly bring over 
them to it. And by this means, the whole foundation for 
ſuch a BILL, and the inconventences attending it, is re- 
moved. And ſurely, if the former be, at this time, guided 
by their profeſſed: Principles, they muſt acknowledge, that 
the preſervation of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and the Inte- 
reſt of the whole Proteſi ant Cauſe, ought to have as much 
weight to determine them to conſtant Conformity, as any 
Circumſtance they can poſſibly invent, can have,to determin 
them againſt it. For the later, I would leave with them 
oa very great Man, who was never thought 
be Enemy to the Church of England. The Sermon, 
* of which 1 ſhall tranſcribe them, was preached be- 
;. "1 | fore 
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| fore an Honourable: Audience, and at a very remarkable 
Seaſon. Nov.” 4: 1688. The Words are theſe. hen it 
is ſo apparent, That the Weakneſs of ſoma, andthe ill Deſigns 

7 


1 of others, require ſome compliance and condefrenſron, we hut 

„ reaſon to hope, that the Church of England, which, at the 
_ beg inning of the Reformation, took {ub - Praadent care. as 
= not to offend the Papiſt, by going farther from them than was 
| neceſſ, ary, will, when ever it is likely to ds good, condeſcend 4 
| great deal farther than it is neceſſary ta Reform, to meet the 
| | Diſſenter. For while the external Decency, Gravity, and So- 


"=P lemnity of Worſhip is ſecured, no Wiſe and Good Man wil 
1 ' think much to change a changeable Ceremony, when it will heal 
. the Breaches and Diviſions of the Church: And let us all 
73 heartily pray to God, that there may be this go9d and peace- 


i able Diſpoſition of -Mind in all Conformiſts and Noncon- 
he formiſts, towards 4 happy Re- union. And all conſidering 
5333 Men will think, it time ta. lay aſide ſuch little Diſpates; 
* when it is not meerly the Church of England, vor any par- 


ticular Sect of Proteſtants, wg Ruin 15 aimed at; But 
the whote PROTESTANT FAI. 


